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Mostly cloudy /A-10

CALENDAR: Readers 
may remember RTS con-
tributor Clayton Vecellio’s 
“Earth Calendar.”

It’s a simplified calen-

dar Clayton has created, 

where January, April, 

July and October have 35 

days each. The rest of the 

months have 28 days, for 

a total of 364 days.

The first of each month 
would always be on a 
Monday, and the 7th on a 
Sunday.

“My calendar would 
start on the first day of 
winter,” he says. Monday, 
Jan. 1 would be the first 
day of winter. Monday, 
April 1 would be the first 
day of spring.

The longest day of the 

year would not be count-

ed on his calendar. “This 

day will be called Center 

Day as it is in the middle 

of the year.” Every four 

years will be Leap Day, 

which will not be part of 

the calendar, either.

“I won’t, but you will 
live to see it,” Clayton 
predicts.

———
COMMUTE: 

The Center for Rural 
Pennsylvania has assem-
bled a pretty neat list about 
“super commuters” in rural 
parts of the state.

“A rural Pennsylvania 

super commuter is 

18 years old or older, 

employed full-time (35+ 

hours week), year-round 

(50 weeks per year) and 

travels 60 minutes or 

more to work,” the study 

indicated.

The average age for a 
super commuter is 44.3 
years old. Seventy percent 
are male, and 30 percent 
female. Thirty-one percent 
have a bachelor’s degree or 
higher.

“The average trav-
el time for all rural 
Pennsylvania commuters 
is 26.5 minutes,” the study 
read, “nine percent of all 
rural commuters are ‘super 
commuters.’”

The average super com-
muter drives alone, at 82 
percent, while 12 percent 
are in a carpool, five per-
cent take public transporta-
tion and one percent walk, 
bicycle or use other means 
to get to work.

As far as where these 

super commuters work, 

14 percent are employed 

in manufacturing, 13 per-

cent in health care and 12 

percent in construction.

With large land masses 
and small populations, 
rural areas lend themselves 
to super commutes.

In the past, we’ve had 
staff in our newsroom or 
sports department who 
have lived in Clermont, 
Wilcox, Coudersport, 
Smethport, Allegany, N.Y., 
and Ellicottville, N.Y., to 
name a few.
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Photo submitted 
This 1949 Mercury convertible dragster will be the main feature at 
the 21st annual Autumn Car Daze extravaganza sponsored by the 
Street Dreams Car Club Sunday in downtown Bradford. 

By RUTH BOGDAN
Era Reporter
r.bogdan@bradfordera.com

SMETHPORT — A second person 
pleaded guilty for her role in the 2015 
drug overdose death of a Bradford man, 
while a trial is pending for the third per-
son charged.

Rachel Reid, 29, and Larry Shroyer, 
46 — two of the three people charged in 
George Duke Jr.’s death — appeared in 
McKean County Court Thursday before 
President Judge John Pavlock.

Reid entered a guilty plea to charges 
of conspiracy to distribute a designer 
drug and possession with the intent to 
deliver a controlled substance, both felo-
nies; and recklessly endangering another 
person, a second-degree misdemeanor.

According to District Attorney 
Stephanie Vettenburg-Shaffer, between 
Nov. 5-13, 2015, Reid conspired with 
Shroyer and James Luper, 44, to deliver 
heroin. Also, between Nov. 10-13, 2015, 
she conspired with Shroyer and Luper to 
deliver butyryl fentanyl that Luper had 
packaged for sale. Reid knew the drug 
was potent when she sold it.

Duke ingested the butyryl fentanyl, 
which caused his death, Shaffer said. 

Reid will be sentenced at 1 p.m. 
Dec. 13. She is represented by attorney 
Christopher Martini.

For his role in Duke’s death, Luper 
pleaded guilty Aug. 9 to charges of 
conspiracy to possess a designer drug 
and involuntary manslaughter, for which 
he is serving 3 ¼ to 6 ½ years in state 
prison.

A jury trial is pending for Shroyer for 
two cases related to Duke’s death: one 
case is for allegations he sold butyryl 
fentanyl to Duke, and the other is for 

Second
person pleads 
guilty in 2015 
OD death, 
trial pending 
for third

(See OVERDOSE, Page A-10)

Era photo by Kate Day Sager 
Employees with Behavioral Health Services at Bradford Regional Medical 
Center will celebrate the program’s 30th anniversary this year. Shown 
here, from left, are Mike Erickson; Carol Taylor; Jackie Shine-Dixon, 
director; Katie Wentworth; and Jason Neal. Not pictured is Mary Anne  
Polucci-Sherman, licensed psychologist for the program. 

By KATE DAY SAGER 
Era Reporter
kdsager@bradfordera.com

When Jason Neal answered the phone at his desk 
last week, he took a call from an individual desperate to 
have a family member addicted to heroin admitted to the 
Behavioral Health Services program at Bradford Regional 
Medical Center. 

For Neal, a case manager with Behavioral Health 
Services, the urgent call for help was just one of thou-
sands staff in the program have received over the past 30 
years of the program’s existence. 

Administrators of the program, which provides mul-
tiple services for people with substance abuse and alcohol 
addictions as well as psychiatric disorders, plan to cel-
ebrate the 30th anniversary in upcoming months.

“This year we decided that the biggest focus should 
be on the team,” said Jacqueline Shine-Dixon, director 
of Behavioral Health Services and a 34-year employee of 
the medical center. “We put a lot of focus in the past on 
referral sources and our team, which of course are very 
important and makes our program. But in the end it’s our 

BRMC Behavioral Health 
Services celebrating 
30-year anniversary

By CALEB HUNTOON
Era Reporter
eracalebh@gmail.com

Despite the clammy weather, locals had 
the opportunity to “pig out” on Thursday at 
the Bradford Township Lions Club during the 
United Way’s 20th annual pig roast and clam 
bake.

Puns aside, the annual event plays a key 
role in the United Way’s campaigns, with this 
year’s effort themed “Be the Change.” The 
goal of the campaign is to raise $340,000.

Executive Director Mandi Wilton Davis 
said that the event is the celebratory kick-off to 
each year’s campaign.

“Not only are we celebrating this year’s 
campaign, we’re also celebrating 20 years of 
a successful event,” Davis said. “Everything is 
homemade, everything is done by volunteers. 
People have been here since 7:15 this morning 
cooking and prepping.”

United Way tallies 20 years of 
roasting pigs and baking clams

Claudette Haner, left, and Barbara 
Kelley take a break from serving up 
drinks to pose for a photo.

Era photos by Caleb Huntoon
Jeff Boser, left, and Larry Visbisky cook up some corn at the United Way’s pig 
roast/clam bake on Thursday.

(See ANNIVERSARY, Page A-10)

(See UNITED WAY, Page A-10)

The Autumn Daze Car Show returns for its 21st year 
Sunday, with many activities set to entertain visitors from 
1 to 4 p.m. in downtown Bradford. 

The annual show, which carries the theme, “If I Could 
Turn Back Time,” is slated to display a variety of cars 
and trucks of all vintages, said Gary Hoy, organizer of the 
family-friendly event.

Hoy said the main feature will be a vintage 1949 
Mercury convertible dragster, which will be displayed 
prominently.

Vehicles that include antiques, classics, muscle cars 
and street rods will also be on display for visitors to view. 
Also welcome at the event are special-interest vehicles, 
such as new cars, like Chevrolet Camaros.

Hoy said other highlights of the event will be live 
music by the band Second Act with Jim Copeland, as well 
as music by Lisa Platko Auteri, John Tomerlin and Mick 

Autumn Daze Car Show 
returns for 21st year

(See CAR SHOW, Page A-10)


