
By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
Era Associate Editor
marcie@bradfordera.com

More than one police officer was present 
during the deadly shootout with a Port Allegany 
man Monday, but officials are not releasing 
details on who or how many were directly 
involved in the shooting.

Chad Setzer, 42, died as a result of the shoot-
out.

A copy of a search warrant issued in the case 
started with a description of a domestic incident 
Sunday between Chad Setzer and Pamelasue 
Setzer, his former wife. State police respond-
ed at 12:15 p.m. to East Mill Street in Port 
Allegany. Pamelasue Setzer told police she and 
Chad Setzer had been arguing and he left the 
residence on foot. Later, she was driving south 
on Lillibridge Creek Road when he stepped into 
the road and stopped the vehicle. He then “bran-
dished a knife and slashed the driver’s side tires 
of the vehicle,” the affidavit of probable cause 
for the search warrant stated. 

Chad Setzer then yelled at her, told her he 
would “kill her current boyfriend and ruin his 
truck.” Police indicated she fled the area “to 
prevent any personal injury,” the affidavit read.

State police obtained an arrest warrant for 
Setzer, and police attempted to serve it on him 
several times. Police talked to “several associ-
ates” who said he would hide in the woods to 
avoid capture. The areas they indicated were 
searched, to no avail, the affidavit read.

On Monday morning, a handgun was report-
edly stolen from Knell’s Sport Shop on the 
south side of Port Allegany. Setzer was named 
by the owner as a possible suspect because he 
had previously been employed there.

At 4:30 p.m. Monday, state police received 
information from Port Allegany Police Officer 
Adam Dickerson that Setzer was at a resi-
dence at 6147 Route 155 in Liberty Township. 
The home was owned by Deborah Hammond, 
Setzer’s mother-in-law, the affidavit stated.

Troopers from the Kane barracks responded, 
as did Dickerson, and “established a perimeter 
around the residence.”

Setzer came out the back of the house “and 
immediately began firing rounds from a hand-
gun,” the affidavit read. “Members of the PSP 
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LAUGHS: While we 
were looking through some 
microfilm from Era edi-
tions of 100 years ago, we 
came across some gems in 
a column called “Random 
Notes.”

We’re not sure who 
wrote them, but a century 
later, it’s amazing how 
many of these brief notes 
still hold true.

“Thought is the ances-
tor of every achievement. 
His progeny are count-
less.” 

“The fact that the roll-
ing stone gathers no moss 
is not so significant as the 
other verity that rolls down-
hill.” What a classy way to 
phrase it.

“A man can’t tell, these 
days, whether he is living 
within his income until he 
has consulted the day’s 
price lists.” This certain-
ly rings true nowadays as 
well.

This next one is a bit of 
a brain scrambler about the 
upcoming holiday: “Labor 
Day is a non-labor day for 
the laborer.” We suppose 
it is.

This next one caused 
some laughter in the 
office: “When your neigh-
bors say you are over-
rated you may safely con-
clude that you are becom-
ing an important factor in 
the community.”

Some of the notes 
offered life advice: “Do 
not scorn a new idea. The 
untried road may be the 
one that leads to fortune;” 
and “Money is useless if it 
cannot be transferred for a 
worthy purpose. Keep your 
dollars working.”

Others offered some 
deeper philosophical 
points about people in 
general: “The person who 
is being honest and decent 
because he believes it to 
be his duty is the one who 
deserves credit for well 
doing;” and “When a man 
begins to boast of his past 
it is a pretty sure sign that 
he has ceased to look for-
ward.”

And still others were 
veiled insults, but written in 
a polite way: “The man who 
constantly invites disaster 
generally is the most persis-
tent whiner when his guest 
arrives;” and “Sometimes 
it is difficult to distinguish 
between real efficiency and 
a well camouflaged bluff;”

“It is difficult to make 
some people think. It is 
even more difficult to keep 
their thoughts in proper 
channels.”

And this one is a bit phil-
osophical and a bit motiva-
tional: “Many persons seem 
ever ready to get behind 
any new movement. Very 
few, however, are willing to 
lay hold of the lead rope.”

We liked these so much 
we made several lists. Stay 
tuned for more in future 
columns.

Follow us on:

Square
'Round the 

Era file photo
Jeff Hilzinger, Brandon Short, B.J. Gangloff and Mandi Wilton 
Davis, executive director of the United Way of the Bradford Area, 
prepare clams during the 2016 United Way Pig Roast and Clam 
Bake. The 2018 event is set for Sept. 6 at the Bradford Township 
Lions Club.

By DANIELLA GRIESBAUM 
Era Reporter
bradford.era.daniella@gmail.com

Staff and volunteers have been prepping for a few months 
for United Way of Bradford Area’s main special event, the 
20th annual Pig Roast/Clam Bake, which will begin at 5 p.m., 
on Sept. 6 at the Bradford Township Lions Club.

The event serves as the celebratory kick-off for the United 
Way’s annual campaign, and is being presented again by 
Northwest Bank.

“This is the 20th anniversary of our event, and we’re so 
appreciative of all of the hands that have been part in mak-
ing it so successful year after year,” said board vice president 
Karen Costello-Pecht. “Everyone from our volunteers to our 
sponsors to our vendors to the guests, we cannot thank you all 
enough for keeping this around for two decades.”

The menu will offer a wide variety of food, including, 
but not limited to not only the pig roast and clam bar buffet  

United Way’s 20th 
annual pig roast 
set for next week

(See UNITED WAY, Page A-10)
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State police investigate the scene of an officer-involved shooting late Monday 
along route 155 outside Port Allegany.

Officials mum on how many
officers involved in Port A. shooting

By MARCIE SCHELLHAMMER
Era Associate Editor
marcie@bradfordera.com

A good man in a bad place — that’s how 
the mother of Chad Setzer 
described her son a day after 
he was killed in a shootout 
with state police near Port 
Allegany.

“He was the kind of guy 
who would give you the 
shirt off his back,” said Vera 
Setzer of Austin in a phone 
interview. 

Her voice was quiet and 

shaky, a reflection of her sadness and shock. 

“He was severely depressed,” she said.

Around 5:30 p.m. Monday, Chad Setzer 

was involved in a shootout with police, and 

was killed.

That isn’t how Vera Setzer hopes people 

will remember him.

“It was mental illness and drugs,” she said. 

The devastated mother explained Setzer 

had been hospitalized last week for depres-

sion. He had threatened suicide, and his family 

called the police. He was taken to the hospital 

for a 72-hour hold. 

“When he called me Friday, I said, ‘You 

Mother: ‘He wasn’t a bad boy. 
He did some bad things’

(See SETZER, Page A-10)
(See SHOOTING, Page A-10)

SETZER

Photo submitted
Quinn Audette, 11, left, stands with Elmer DeLucia, 
who is holding the container of Normandy Beach sand 
that Quinn and his grandfather, Rick Richards, gave to 
the World War II veteran.

By CALEB HUNTOON
Era Reporter
eracalebh@gmail.com

Sand particles often erode 
things, but it couldn’t erode the 
legacy of Elmer DeLucia. 

On Saturday at Chapel Ridge, 
11-year-old Quinn Audette present-
ed DeLucia, a World War II vet-
eran who entered Hitler’s Fortress 
Europe on D-Day, with a bottle of 
sand from Normandy Beach that 
Audette and his grandfather, Rick 
Richards, collected during a trip 
to France.

DeLucia went ashore in the 
third wave with his mortar com-
pany on June 6, 1944, as part 
of Operation Overlord, under the 
overall command of Gen. Dwight 
D. Eisenhower.

DeLucia was honored by for-
mer French President François 
Hollande by being named a 
“Chevalier” of the Legion of Honor 
in 2009. DeLucia was part of the 
81st Chemical Mortar Battalion 
and fought in five major battles 
during his tour in Europe.

When Audette and Richards, 
who both live in Bradford, gave 
DeLucia the sand from Normandy, 
Audette described the veteran as 
“very thankful.”

“He was surprised to see that 
we brought the sand,” Audette said. 
“He told us a lot of war stories and 
showed us a lot of pictures of what 
he did.”

Richards added that DeLucia 
had another important job to do –– 
sighting in rifles.

Audette believes that Americans 
should take the time to honor veter-
ans in any way possible.

“I feel like whenever we get the 
chance, we should thank them as 
much as we can,” he said. “If you 
hear the war stories and how they 
survived, it’s impressive because 
it’s plain survival for them.”

Audette transcended his view 
on honoring veterans towards the 
importance of Americans under-
standing what veterans have been 
through in their service for the 
nation.

“I feel like some people don’t 
understand that veterans have 
given their lives for us and they 
fought for our freedom,” he said. “I 
think when people hear war stories 
and hear what actually happened, 
they realize (the veterans) fought 
for us and for our freedom.”

Next year will be the 75th anni-
versary of the D-Day Invasion.

D-Day veteran receives 
sand from Normandy Beach


